GEORGE THE THlM)
the Duke of Saxe-Gotha and the Queen of Prussia were the
god-parents.
When Norfolk House was demolished in 1742 to make room
for a more modern Georgian mansion the bed on which
George III had been born was carefully treasured. Sir Nathaniel
Wraxall relates how in 1781 he
saw not much more than a year ago the identical bed in which
the Princess of Wales was delivered, now removed to the Duke of
Norfolk's seat of Worksop in the county of Nottingham.
It was, according to Wraxall, a bed ' of very ordinary de-
scription.'
1	#	*	#
the early hanoverians had a fatal habit of family discords,
George William Frederick took his place in a most unhappy
family circle. His father, Frederick Lewis, Prince of Wales,
in 1738 a young man of thirty-one, was loathed by his royal
father and mother, George II and Queen Caroline.
My dear first-born is the greatest ass, and the greatest liar, and the
greatest canaille, and the greatest beast in the whole world, and
I heartily wish he was out of it.
Such was the King's opinion of the Heir to the Throne: the
Queen shared her husband's views, and a hundred times a day
she wished her son was in his grave. Yet * Fritz'—so he was
called in the family circle—was not a particularly bad young
man. He had most charming manners; he was fond of music
and literature; and, when judged by the standards of his own
times, he was a good husband and an indulgent father. But he
was an inveterate gambler, an indiscriminating wencher, and a
thorough-going liar. Nothing gave him greater pleasure than
to irritate his father and mother—and to do so in a way which
outwardly always put him in the right and them in the wrong.
Augusta, Princess of Wales, a sister of the Duke of Saxe-
Gotha, whom c Fritz' married at St James's on April 26th, 1736,
was in many respects a most extraordinary woman. She was
not good-looking; but she was far more attractive than her
enemies would have posterity believe. She was tall, perhaps
a little awkward in her gait, accomplished and amiable; and
' Frit*' was genuinely fond of her, and she made him very happy
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